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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US patent No. 
6,229,820 ( Kanemaki). 

Regarding claim 17, a subscriber terminal ( Terminal 10 in Fig. 1)in a network 
which is provided a service via a switching system using multiple paths from a service 
provider, comprising: a path selecting device to select an unconnected path having a 
bandwidth which is largest among paths to provide a requested service( DTE 10 inputs 
a command purporting that the supply of multimedia services be received and 
generates a call connection request from large to small bandwidth values, col 9 line 
s40-43and 47-48) ; a message transmitting device to transmit a request message to set 
the path selected by said path selecting device to the switching system( a connection 
request message is transmitted by the transmit section of the DTE 10, col 9 lines 55-56) 
; and a received message processing device to determine whether there are any paths 
which have to be set( DTE 10 comes into a standby status to receive by the receive 
section of the DTE 10 a completion of connection message , col 9 lines 56 and 62)., 
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and to instruct the path selecting device to select the path having the largest bandwidth 
among the remaining paths to provide the service when there is any path which has to 
be set ( upon receipt by DTE of the connection message interface 1 1 transmits data 
containing data of the connection request to control unit 14, CPU executes a program 
fro the plurality of setting processes stored in memory, col 9 lines 64-67, cbl 10 lines 1- 
2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

admitted prior art in view of. US patent No. 6.229,820 ( Kanemaki) 

Regarding claim 16, Admitted prior art ( Fig. 2) discloses path setting control 
method comprising sending a plurality of request messages from a subscnber to the 
switching system for different services ( image, voice or control set up), and securing 
the bandwidth for each of the different paths, as in claim 16 

.Admitted prior art did not specifically having said plurality of messages setting in 
order of large bandwidth to small bandwidth the various bandwidth which correspond to 
multiple paths required to provide a service , as in claim 16. 
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Kanemaki discloses a network and switching systenn , comprising sending a 
request message from a subscriber to a switching system to set in order of large 
bandwidth to small bandwidth the various bandwidth according to the different types of 
paths( connection request message in Fig. 9 including image data, text data and voice 
data col 9 lines 46-47), as in claim 16. . ' 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide the bandwidth management disclosed by Kanemaki 
to the Admitted prior art to obtain a switching apparatus that offers diverse types of 
services such as voice, image and control. 

The motivation to do so is obtaining a switching apparatus capable of decreasing 
the probability of a connection establishing a request being rejected. 

Regarding claim 20, different type channels ( image channel, voice channel 
disclosed in Fig. 2 of admitted prior art). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-2, 4, 6-15 and 21-22 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicants arguments filed on 1/17/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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Regarding claims 16, 17 and 20 Applicant argues that Kanemaki fails to 

{rorr\ 

disclose having a plurality of messages set in order,i6 large bandwidth to small 
bandwidth to set various bandwidths that correspond to path to provide an application 
service. Examiner disagree since Kanemaki in Fig. 9 and col 9 lines 47-48 teaches a 
pluraty of request messages set in order from large bandwidth to small bandwidth that 
correspond to different application services ( Request messages in Fig.9 in order from 
Text 10Mbps bandwidth through Voice 1 Mbps bandwidth) 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 
Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(571)273-8300 

.(for formal communications; please mark "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE", for informal or 
draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" ) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 22- 20^ Street S, Crystal 

Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1 B03, Arlington , VA 22202 ( Customer window). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricardo Pizarro whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3077. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 9;00 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner^s supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571) 272-3088 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
April 7, 2006. 
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